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      BOYD JOINS COLLEAGUES IN CALLING FOR A FAIR REDISTRICTING PROCESS

Bill would ease political polarization and encourage bipartisanship

  
        
      

WASHINGTON, D.C.-Congressman Allen Boyd (D-FL) joined Cong. John Tanner (D-TN) in introducing a bill to end the partisanship that has taken over the Congressional redistricting process across the country and led to increased political polarization in Washington. The Fairness and Independence in Redistricting Act calls for an independent, bipartisan commission in each state to redraw Congressional district maps every 10 years and restricts redistricting efforts from taking place between census cycles.

"We must have a fair Congressional redistricting process that is not based on unabashed political motives," said Congressman Boyd. "Congressional districts should represent like-minded communities without regard to party affiliation so that the American people can truly and effectively be represented in Washington. With partisan politics playing an ever-increasing role in our legislative process, this bill will help put Congress back in the hands of the American people."

Redistricting is traditionally conducted every 10 years, following the decennial census, to ensure equal population in each Congressional district. Many have come to view the process as a partisan opportunity to strengthen some incumbencies and weaken the chances of their political opponents. Due in part to the redistricting system, 95% of incumbents retained their U.S. House seats in last year's elections, and only seven seats out of 435 changed hands from one major party to another. 

The redistricting commission established under this legislation would be required to consider the rights set forth by the Constitution and Voting Rights Act, as well as population and geography of each district but would not be allowed to consider political issues such as voting history, party affiliation or the potential impact on a sitting incumbent. The commission's report must be approved or disapproved by the Governor and the state legislature without amendment. 

FairVote - The Center for Voting and Democracy hailed the bill as a necessary step toward taking partisan calculations out of how elections are run. FairVote's Chairman John B. Anderson, the former Congressman and presidential candidate, said, "It's just wrong to allow politicians to help their friends and hurt their enemies in what should be a public interest process. Seeking redistricting reforms in states can be valuable but too often is motivated by partisan calculations. We need national standards for elections that affect all of us."

Cong. Boyd speaks outside of the U.S. Capitol about the Fairness and Independence in Redistricting Act

Cong. Boyd speaks at event to highlight the need for redistricting reform
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